
The Usserød Å Project 

Climate change adaptation 
across municipal boundaries
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Guiding	  points:	  
• 	  Regional	  background	  (incl.	  pictures)	  
• 	  Threats	  or	  impacts	  of	  climate	  change	  
• 	  adapta@on	  measures/plans	  to	  be	  presented	  in	  more	  detail	  
• 	  if	  applicable:	  obstacles/barriers	  	  

	  Info	  
This	  poster	  aims	  at	  introducing	  each	  par@cipant.	  Every	  par@cipant	  should	  develop	  a	  poster,	  where	  
a	  specific	  adapta@on	  issue	  is	  highlighted.	  This	  could	  be	  a	  good	  adapta@on	  example,	  a	  specific	  
problem	  or	  results	  from	  a	  undertaken	  study	  the	  par@cpants	  likes	  to	  share	  with	  the	  group	  and	  is	  
very	  familiar	  with.	  It	  also	  should	  describe	  the	  region/city	  where	  this	  issue	  is	  located	  at,	  including	  
the	  climate	  threats.	  Don‘t	  forget	  to	  use	  pictures	  for	  a	  visual	  impression	  of	  ‚your‘	  case.	  	  
Please	  feel	  free	  to	  use	  and	  adapt	  this	  template	  as	  you	  like	  (but	  the	  portrait-‐format	  and	  size	  of	  the	  
poster	  should	  be	  kept).	  
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Water respects 
no municipal 
boundaries.
Tackling downstream flood risks 
requires upstream solutions and 
measures – As joint ventures 
across the border !

The Usseroed Aa project is 
launched for the purpose of 
achieving just that.

For joint planning and execution of climate 
adaptation measures you need to look at a 
joint “dashboard” for the water system.
10 measuring units are installed along the 
river course, covering a distance of 8 km 
from the offspring at lake Sjælsø to the 
outlet in the sea. The units are equipped 
with state-of-the art sensors for continu-
ous measurement of precipitation, water 
flow, water level and oxygen content. 
The data from the measurement system 
is presented on a shared website, a “dash-
board” for the water management and 
early warnings.

The Usseroed Aa catchment area is highly 
urbanized, and the water level will rise to 
critical levels within a few hours after the 
start of extreme rainfall. Flood risks are 
eminent in a number of housing areas.
The trick is to re-direct the water during 
extreme rainfalls into open terrain areas 
of the river bed resilient to flooding, keep-
ing the floods from reaching the housing 
areas downstream.

Historically the inlet to Usseroed Aa from lake 
Sjaelsoe has been regulated by an old weir at 
the outlet of lake, without the inhabitants down-
stream along the river having any say in this.

In the Usseroed Aa project a new joint regulation 
regime for the outlet has been established, secur-
ing that the inlet will be cut off at warnings for 
heavy rainfall, thus reducing the hydraulic load 
of the river.

Climate change adaptation for Usseroed Aa catchment area obviously calls for joint, 
cooperative solutions, but such good intentions often clashes with the reality of 
governance and management practices and legislation at municipal level. The scope 
for the Usseroed Aa project is to take on these challenges head-on and demonstrate 
how an effective intermunicipal cooperation can be organized and put into operation.
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The Usserød Å Project is supported by the EU’s LIFE programme, under Grant Agreement LIFE11 ENV/DK/889 
“Intermunicipal cooperation on water management and climate change adaptation for the stream of Usserød”


